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What a delight!

My experience as a native—-speaking
English teacher at Seokdong Elementary School

Chantal Pare

Seokdong Elementary School English teacher

When I first arrived at the Board of Education in Changwon, I
met my co—teacher Gyeung Eun Kim. She took me to Seokdong
Elementary School, where I met the principal, the vice principal,
the administrators, and of course many other teachers for the first
time, Everyone was so welcoming and kind, They made sure I had
everything [ needed for my apartment and helped me complete
many tasks that I couldn’ t have done on my own, My co—teacher
especially went above and beyond, helping me in any way that she
could,

The students here at Seokdong Elementary are fantastic, They
are well-behaved and always enter my classroom with smiles on
their faces, At first, it was a bit of a struggle to become familiar
with the schedule, the curriculum, and the 200 students whom I
teach only once or twice a week, But now, after three months of
teaching, [ feel more comfortable in my position, The students
seem more comfortable with me and my teaching style as well,
With each passing day, I see more participation and eagerness to
learn English amongst the students, I m very excited to see how
their English ability will improve over the year,

What is making my experience here even more enjoyable is the
fact that I am living in Jinhae, Jinhae may be a smaller city, but I
believe it has a lot of character, I think Jinhae is a very peaceful
and beautiful city, My favourite time of the year here is spring,
The Cherry Blossom Festival is such a fun and exciting event,
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Although the cherry blossoms are only out for a short time they
are such a wonderful sight to see, I love riding my bike down to
the waterfront and [ always look forward to market day, where |
get the opportunity to buy fresh fruits and vegetables and see and
experience such a wonderful ongoing tradition,

Since my arrival, I still feel a great sense of community and care
here at Seokdong Elementary School, Knowing that I'm
appreciated and cared for makes me feel like I'm a part of the
school, enabling me to do my best,

Thus far, working at Seokdong Elementary School has been a
delight! The person [ have to thank most is my co—teacher,
Gyeung Eun Kim, She is very kind and dedicated to her work, My
co—teacher and I both want to see our students excel in English, I
enjoy working with her; preparing lessons and conducting classes,
[ can feel and see that our lessons are improving day by day,

I'm very grateful for my job here at Seokdong Elementary
School, I hope the students, teachers, and other staff are pleased
with my work here as well,
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